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Age of acquisition* Speech Sound Example
p pig
b be
t to
d do
m me
3 years n no
ng sing
w we
y yes
zh measure
h he
k cat
3 -3 % years g go
f fish
I lion
sh ship
4 — 4% years ch chop
s blends snow, swing, stop, slip, spoon...
| blends flower, please, clap, glad...
i iog
s — by 3 years should no longer
be substituting ‘t’ or ‘d’ for the ‘s’ sun
y sound, but ‘s’ continues to -
2 years develop past 3
z - by 32 years should no longer
be substituting ‘d’ for the 'z’ zebra
sound, but 'z’ continues to -
develop past 3%2
r red
5 -6 years r blends bread, drink, frog, green, cry...
v - by 3% years should no longer
6 years be substituting ‘b’ for the ‘v’ very
sound, but ‘v’ continues to -
develop past 3%2
th - by 5 years should no longer _
8 — 8% years be substituting ‘t’ or ‘d’ for the ‘th’ think
sounds, but ‘th’ continues to this

develop past 5

*Age by which 75% of children use the speech sound listed accurately. Adapted from Bowen, C. (1998). Developmental phonological

disorders. A practical guide for families and teachers. Melbourne: ACER Press.
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